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What is claimed is: 



3. 



7. 



8 



1^- An activatable drying device which comprises a sheet-form matrix 

\ having at least one regenerable desiccant present therein. 
2. Vfhe drying device as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises a 
l&yer of a water-vapor-permeable material. 

TTie drying device as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises a 
pre 

The drying device as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises a 
protective layer. 

The drying device as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises a 
support layV. 

The drying atevice as claimed in claim 1, which further comprises a 
backing layer (release liner). 

The drying devic\ as clai med ir ^claim 1 , wherein the desiccant matrix 
is elastic 

The drying device acclaimed in claim, l^wherein the desiccant matrix 
is pressure-sensitivejwadhesive^ 
The drying/ device as (claimed in 



claim 1, wherein said regenerable 
consisting of CaCI 2 , CaS0 4 , 

[one. 

im 1, wherein said sheet-form 

\er\at 

claim\1, wherein said regenerable 
and ' 



desiccant /is selected from the 
AI2O3, NaiS0 4 and polyvinylpyrro 

10. The drying device as claimed i 
matrix comprises a polymeric 

11. The dryina device as claimed 
desiccant isypresent in an artfoutot of 
sheet-form matrix (based on/the overall weight of the matrix). 

12. The drying deviboasplamed in claim 1, wherein the sheet-form 
matrix present therein has a height o| between about 50 \im and 
3 mm. 

13. A process for producing a sheet-form dryinh device, which comprises: 

a) preparing a desiccant matrix comprising a regenerable 
desiccant in nonactive form, with n\ additional measures 
to reduee4he moisture content of the atabient air space, 

b) (^^e^xe6^ performing further steps for producing a sheet- 

form drying device comprising said desiccaht matrix, these 
steps (litewise' being performed withouk additional 
measures to reduce the moisture content of thK ambient 
air space, and 
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\ c) subsequently activating the sheet-form drying device. 

14. The process as claimed in claim 13, wherein said activating takes 
place by storing the sheet-form drying device at increased 
temperature. 

5 15. Thev process as claimed in claim 13, wherein said activating takes 
placevby irradiating the sheet-form drying device with infrared light. 

16. The process as claimed in claim 13, wherein said activating takes 
place byJrradiating the sheet-form drying device with microwaves. 

17. The process as claimed in claim 13, wherein said activating is 
1 0 assisted by\additional air circulation. 

18. The processes claimed in claim 13, wherein said activating is further 
assisted by a reduced external pressure. ....... 

19. The process acclaimed in claim 13, wherein said activating takes 
place by a combination of storage at increased temperature and/or 

15 irradiation with infrared light and/or irradiation with microwaves, with 

or without the use ol additional measures comprising additional air 
circulation and/or reduced external pressure. 
- 20. The use of a sheet-form, activatable drying device for reducing or 
maintaining constant a (jefifTecT moistLTtp^content of a closed gas 
20 space surrounding saidaevlce. 

--21. The use as claimed in claim 520, wherein'jpaid gas space surrounding 
said device further comprises ^moisture-sensitive article. 

22. The use as claimed in claim 20,\vherein tne moisture-sensitive article 
is a food, a drug, a diagnostic agept, §( medicament, a chemical, or a 

25 biologically activatable material. 

23. The use as claimed in claim 20, wherein the taoisture-sensitive article 
is a tablet, a transdermal thej»peWic system, or a sheet-form 
pharmaceutical aot^istratioij^m for oral use 

^""24. Th^^^^^f a sheet-form drying deviceVfor removJngjriolecu^ 
30 organic solvents and/or odorous substances from a gas space 

surrounding said device. 
25. A method of reducing the moisture contend of a closed gas space 
and/or maintaining a reduced moisture conten\of a closed gas space, 
which comprises 

35 a) in a first step converting an activatable dryinta device, comprising 

a sheet-form matrix having at least one regene{able desiccant, by 
activation into the active state, 




ft 
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^Osfurther step placing the activatable drying device in the active 
state irft€t,the gas space whose moisture content is to be reduced 
and/or whosfe^duped moisture content is to be maintained, 
in a further step «.^u, 
the surroundings; and>^ 

in a further step, thelactivkt^ble drying device in the active state 
absorbs moisture from the airti^htly closed gas space over a 
period of at least one hour. 



